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It may be the baby’s room, but says
Tamsin Blanchard, you needn't throw
good taste out with the bath water

Apparently, it s essential that my

new |.'u.'|::r has 3 co-ordinabed
nursery. At least, that's what il

savs on the Mothercare website
{wwrwmothercarecom), o which

I have become hopelesaly addicied.
As this is roy last codumin for six
mianths while | go off on maternity
leave, 1 hope you don't mind i

1 indulge in a litthe balwy talk. Righ
now, | am happy 1o ake everything
- anything - Maotlercase tells me
as Wery Sound Advice. | think

| rghit have been braimwashed. But
eoen | have o deew the line at the
idea of a co-ordinated nursery, Why
st it e matching® Why must i
be in ghades af lime BreET, shierhset
H-Ih:ﬁ.r_and appliqunﬁ;] with Winnee
the-Pooh = complete with matching

self-adhesive wall frieze, Babric
Lambern, curtyine. and cot bumper?
Wow don't gel me wrong = 1'm
ot advocating Bavhaus cot mobiles
(thowgh my other half seems quibe
sef on the kdea) or baby bedding in
shades of Armani ‘greipge’ (despite
the fact that interions gura Kelly
Hoppen has deeloped a mnge of
cIEam .'|JI.-:‘|.1.'|‘:IP|." cashamsere throws
for the balwy who has everything).
Buk I can't uite comne Lo lerms
with the idea of all those frille and
flounces, all those cutesy animals,
Do babiies really like all that stuff?
According o Gemma Whiteside,
Maothercares buying director for
hsrdware and tows, all that matters
to the babies is the immediale
ervironment of the cot. The Winnie-
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the-Pooh syndrome is purely for
the benefit of mothers (athers tend
o concentrate on practicalithes like
car seats). To start with, babies can't
fcuas om amything mone than 35cm
away fior the lerst hew weeks, and can’t
recognise colour wntil they are two
to three months (when they respond
rvoe 10 brights than insipid pasiels),
Bui first-time parents spend an
average of 1,800 (including a
pram) feathering their little chicks®
nests. “You can't underestimate the
infTuence of Changing Roces,' savs
Whiteside, The TIESETY often the
ermallest rocen in the house ansd the
most epende = has becone a
misther's indulgence.

So. with a listde hu;-l:p from
|1|.I|;'|'|nr-d;~mi,;r| conseltant Anna
I-t',.'dn'r Richardsom, Wihateisde 15 or
a mission 1o "up thee taste levels’ m
th nursery, “We're pettng PI:"I'.\‘TH.I'II"
tex think a bit mwoee,’ she savs. The
modern baby can expect plain
chambeay and clean colours, to be
mizned and matched. Mothercare
haz even produced a book, Bake”
Foomis ({009 by Ryder Richardson,
with tips on how to do it yourself,
|:|:||1sp||;'t¢ with brmpL'llHH.' of mobiles
VOAE CAN fake, P‘I"fh:]‘ﬂ that
Bauhaues idea iz not such a bad one
affter all. You might cven see one at
a Maotheroare ndar you soon. ol
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