I he Laurent-Permer Design Challenge 15 (ast becoming
ashowtase for imnovative yvoung British designers. Now
10 1t third year, the distinguwished panel of judges was
chaired by Sir Terence Conran and included such
lumiunanes of the design workd as the cuttmg-edge taibor
Owald Bonteng and Charotte Coe, co-owner of the
contemporary design store Space. Thebriel toentrants:

The latest Laurent-Perrier Design Challenge winner
carmes off an innovative idea with sparkling style

1o design a tray that would complement
both the distinctive '\|'|.:FI|;' ol the Launent-
Perrier Cuvée Rosé bottle and the wine
cooler and glasses designed by previows
winners of the challenge As Terence Conran
noted at the award ceremony, the standard
wits extremely high, the competition tough,
“Any one of the entranis could have been the
winner,  he admitted

Although the entranis are among some of
the hotiest yvoung designers in thecountry, they
were all aware of the tradition and quality
associafed with Laurent-Perner, without
feehing compromised in their coniemporary
approach (o the design. Hugo Eccles, creative
director ol Baionik Design Consultancy, who
|'|r-:1|.‘||.'L1:|J a moulded tray (o be laced
stamped metal, said: "The Laurent-Perrier
name 18 20 full of poetry and tradition (hat i
wouikd be a shame tognone that., ™

Mary Wagstall was on holiday when she was
told that she had been invited to enter this
year s competiion. ©l spent the redt of the
haliday thinking about designs in bars and on
beuches - wherever | was,” shesays. “As | graduated only
1|.~|;|.-||.I|}'_ 10 Wil greal Roaeour Lo b asked, as the ather
enlrants iare such estiablixhed names Her '.'l.'l'lIhWI_IC'
holiday paid off: at anaward ceremony held at 5t Martins
Lane Hotel, she was namad this vear's winner, for a
simple plass tray with mirrored edging 1o its nm

“1 cnme Eo the conclusion that the concepd of a tray
dhddn T nead 10/ be neinvenbod. as the obsects il was working
with were 50 atiractive,” says Wagstafl, “The mirrored
glass reflects the mirnanng in the botiom of Michazl
Young's champagne glasses and | have tried 1o pick up
on the weight of Emmanue] Babled’s ice bucket,” savs
Wapgstall. * Youcan see the colour of the botibe and lnbe|
reflected, too This isonlva prototvpe, but voucould 1iag
the gliass on the tray =0 that it maiches the colour of the
baottle or the rosy tint of the champagne it She will
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now work with Laurent-Perner 0 produce a hmaged
echitron of 300 ol her travs As with Wagstall, the rosy
hues of Laurent-Permier’s Cuvée Rosé also attracted
and inspired Precious McBane, a dynamic duo whose
designs combine fun and femininity. They created a
simple tray made from anodyied aluminium in the
same colour, enforced by a layer of Perspex bencath
“We didn't want it to
compete with the oher
elemenis,” says Mericl
ﬁ-’.‘n.‘,'._la.l:-.'-In-__.:h:l,hur'.\n'll.
Evelynnsmath makes up
the team, Traditon
most  notably
Edstern, and modermily
come fogether i Ou
Hiholyodhin's designs,
and s entry lor
the challenge 15 no
exception. His dark
slained wooden Lrigy has
adistincily Japanese hecl
to 11, with a second, slim
Perspex tray on top,
winch can be removed o
cary round the glasies,
“The Perspex should
b unabirusive in nespect
tothe beauiy of Michael
Young's pglasses™ savs
Baholyodhm. * [ wanted
to create a canvas
againsi which {o show
ofl the beauty of the
other pieces™

Perhaps surprisingly.

Far

“ERRIER NAME 15 FULL
o 2 ND TRADITION THAT
- A SHAME TO IGNORE

for o aho works as director of design f{or
I]-,lrl;mgl,:ln Cilast, Simon Moope's ray 15 made [
mvetal, with gliss featuring as anadditbonal extra - a fitted
berwd] totake round canapes after vou have poured Gut the
champagne. Caterina Fadda, 1o, decided 1o work ina
meeddivm other than herusual = inthivcase, ceramics, Her
tray is an ingenious combanation of a spun aluminium
nng. holding a Porspex base, sothat thednnk and |5'_'I:|.51.:_"\.
appear to be Moating. =1t was very interesting (o work
with new matenals and iechapgues, shesavs “lione ol
the best pieoes | have designed.”

Judping by the cornpliments of Terence Conran and
the rest of the panel, they would agree, not only aboui
Fadiln's deszgn, bul the entrants as a whole And wha
better way (o toast their efforts than with a glass of
Laurent-Perrier Cuvie Rosé, |



