TALENT SPECIAL RCA ALLIKINI

Royal tour

Does talent breed talent? Year on
year the Royal College of Art is
renowned for producing some of
the UK's most talented design
graduates. Pamela Buxton has
trawled through the past decade's
graduation lists and picked a "star’
for every year. But what happens
once the brightest sparks leave
college and face the big, bad world?
Here she reports on the progress
they have made since leaving the
RCA. And on page 80 there's a look
at the work of the best of this year's
graduates

lllustrations by David Foldvari
(A star graduate from the RCA class of 2001)
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Caterina Fadda - 1949/

Srite compieting Mer MA i Gerarmats and glass
Eakan-born Caterira Fackda, 33, has establshed
o mternatoral marop] for hee tabspaare g
furnbure, seling B shops in Tiolopo, the U, aeed
al ovew Evrope = outlets inchade Harmods snd the
Lissuvms Muasarm ahop. Sha won & Sairbeony's
Scholarsheg in 1958 for subsidisad studio Space af
Lendian's Omo Tower and had been baded there
e S, Mer Bl prodhucti, the ﬁ..-d-!.-".l.p-rd
Coedlily clinner plates and Ko serving bowls,
gEretd batr 3 Pepetatann for tactlle, organer desgrs
while gy 180 a0 pabp Dot Shalaw bidd SEErE

[ 2] r.hl'l-r':grg pereeptard of thee Puschonal
Recert weork, such i the coramic Bostatray
iRty and Armade aryhc side-tabibe. Yhieed a
e et aesthetal, She win & calegony
winner fior e Saas lkght in the 1999 Peugest
Amaards, and a double finalist List year

Gitta Gschwendtner =15998

Cerman-borm Cafawerdiner hud a fiying wart
ESer the BTA, L Sanibury Stholarthp
for ditoumiind sbudeo spate o London's Omg
Towwer, dessprang an exhsbiton car flor the
Peugoot 20w, and winning atclaim for hee
Srangied Light student propect. She has srsie
fownd & mangfacturer, Astificiad, for the lght and
for e Sl Box ihatving, which o beng
prodiuced by Horm, desagned furndune and
storage for Habitat and B woriong on research
prosects with DiulPord Corian and the European
Coundi for Wiyl Marwufstturers. Mow bated ma
shaned studes i hbngton, sh B Mdsang mo
el a0 bl R b SupglerTeint Far
furniture and product delgn projedts,
CoMmpieting the Industry of Oune exhdbitesn hnd,
in ol ation with Flona Daridion, offces for
Cieative agendy Wisden & Kefnedy

Fadda has established
an international
market for her
tableware and
furniture, selling

to shops in Tokyo,
the US and all

over Europe

Mathias Bengtsson - 1999

Drareif-orn Mathizs Bengisson, 30, dadn't waste
rmach e fncdeg 2 maendaitoner = the Keon
Gronp = for his fral year prosect Shoe, 4 chair
rinche from Compauter-madkeled, shind thaets of
esthay i of phewood . e Rud Lt teds
with his Jen kong amiber Peripax chalie lounge,
wwhich wak & Cabegorny nanmer-up im Ehis ypear's
O/ Pougeot Awnards, and Fis aiso had nlerest
frgum marufactuners. A metal verson hus just
been commissioned by Coodeood Soulpture
Park. But £ hasn't been ol plain saling, The
g Sadho b 1t U with thred other durrr
o g B RICA, A2 Thee Thand Sorokoe, had
dnbarded and b o peperenong the familar
desgners’ probieen of bunneng inclustry and madi
intaresl into income whe 5oll finding tene for his
expermontal furnsure. We 5 3t collaborating
with Sam Busdion froen Af the Thied Stroke, under
tha bannér Design Laboratony which |5 exhibiting
it the Dengr Muteu= Promcts, rdfude 2

i Fundieng fysbemn for Kierso perhuse and
paChagng dedgred by hevile Beody

Eddy Mundy -2000

e gaersrg B WULin Design Prodiocts List e,
Ecdy Murdy. 17, hai engoyed media alferion i
et JOO Peuigeod D Avards, wanrsng 4
prize for bis Light Sweep, 3 broom with fibee-
opta bristes that light up a3 you eenp. Purves
and Purves ha ex preised an interest in both the
wovbtp arad anothar of Mundy's student peocts -
a skl e oot of Aluchmat plastie shaminigem
compenite, which thould o imta peodiuction this
year hﬁrﬁrhdﬁnm“ﬂﬁ‘m:rﬂﬂh
prosect for the RCA'S Helen Hamlyn Foundation
weth Hewlett Packard for fxible daplay systerms.
e e b b abike to contirum dpveiopang by
o™ propects but ia mencthul of the i 1o sarn
ey B Py O his Student debis. Thene aranT
ey b around and i you want b g your Gen
thing it i3 ncradibly cifficult 1o get pecple
rerested,” he says X



Tom Barker =199

After his design engineering course at the RCA,
Tiom Blarker joirsed O Arip & Partners (o 56t up
& product esign Broup within the practice, He
stayed for frvm years, working on muBidaciplnary
prosects, such 5 2 housing consfruction system
with Richard Rogers and the opening mechanism
for the Landon Eye pods with Marks Barfisld.
Thesst Barker St up his cowen consultancy, dea-b,
within prodhuct designer firm DCA, where he
cortnued to colaborte with anchitects, notably
with Zsha Hadid on the surface "sion’ of the
Millenriam Dome's Mind Tone. snd Skigeru Ban
on the ahebition structune for the Comman
Gorouind panis He leff to st up b-ronsultants 3
thee e o 1999, workdng on a range of
architectural and art comminsion, including a
150m Buddha in India, houting in the Elephant &
Casthe regeneraton schems, and a concrete
installation in Follcestone with artist Lise Autogena.
Al thee tirmes of oing 1o press, b was shestlated
o design the Came On exhibition of computer
garrses a1 the Barbican Centre Callery, London.

lane Atfield - 1952

After ber A in Furniture Design, Jane Atfield

Conbnued o expanmant wilh urusual materials

for her work befare finding considerable
SUCLERS PuOnEErng 1R Like l!lrfE{jl'ElEd plastics
in Furnitiane through her company Made of
Waste, which hat wound up, Since then the
has been experimenting with strav, regs,
bamboo and textiles. establishing the texile
comparry U P with her amist hushand Robert
Shepherd. UP sells bea towels and apeons
thraugh SCP and American Retro and plans te
extend the range to larger househald fabeic
iters, Last year she designed a multifunctional
trodley fipr thie chdldeen's fumiture company
Cveica and she s CLafferithy wurl:-r'ﬁ_ o g
children's furniture for kea, as well a5 looking
after her bwo young children, Her work has
recently been exhibited in the Crafts Council
shiew industry of One and in the Britith Council
fowring exhibitions Home Sweet Home and
Cause and Effect.

Marriott gained a reputation for a DIY aesthetic by
using inexpensive or reclaimed materials, and in
1999 won the prestigious £15,000 Jerwood Prize
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Atfield has been
experimenting with
straw, rope, bamboo
and textiles,
establishing the
textile company UP

Michael Marriott -1993

By the time Michael Marriolt, now 38, came to
study furniture desagn at the RCA he'd alneady
tried it hand at space ;ul;-mn"uﬂr Eraphics,
lighting, interior design and srchamctural
draughtsmarship as well &5 gaicing & HND at
the Lendon College of Fusnitne. Marrolt met
Sherdan Coadey of SCP a2 his RCA degres
shiow, an introdisction that eventually led to
repular oollaboration, with Marriot? noy
producing a pece for SCP about once 1 year. He
gained a reputatiaon fior & DFY asthetic by wiing
inERgenisye oF retlivmed matedals, and In 1999
won the prestigious £15,000 Jeswood Prize for
Applied Arts; Furniture, Current projects include
a metal kghting project for Mathmos (see page
16} He i & tutor on the RCA's design products
cowrse, which took over from the furmiture and
noudiriel design courtes that were offered
wihen bt wad a student; be says it is the type of
irbegrated course be would have preferred fo
Fave done himsalf,
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Thomas Heatherwick -15954

Thomus Heatherwick has made a name for
hirelf with temporany but speciaoular 30
peojects, such as his ribbon-lie intallation in and
out ol Harvey Nichels® 13 display windows for
Londion Fashion Week in 1997, Materisls Howsa,
A giant sandhwich of tactile materials a8 the Scence
Mrsewm, and his design for Glasgow 1999 Year
of Architecture & Design's kdentity Crist
exhibition, which utilised moee than 1206 of
cling film. Hie says that cver the past few years he
has moved owards mone perrmanent peojects,
such as @ public sguare in Mewcasthe, whens ha's
embadding flbre optics into a canpet of bhee ghiss,
arvd & T0m-=high installation for cooling vents in
Paternddter Square, Lordon. it Liest prossdt
& Buddivst temnple Eacing 8 volcano in Japan,
which i.in collaboration with a loeal snchstectural
practice. 'I'm ahwiays interested in doing different
thimgs,” e sirys.

Heatherwick's latest project is a Buddhist temple
facing a volcano in Japan, which is in

collaboration with a local architectural practice

Crosbie co-founded
Inflate, this year's top
prize winner in the
Oxo/Peugeot Design
Awards with its
Snoozy modular
plastic bed

Nick Crosbhie -1995

Ader the RCA, Nick Cresbie co-fourded |nflste,
dedicated v producing fun, functional and
affordable design for the home. It swiftly
grabived modia attendion with i3 guirky
inflatable produwcts ranging from egg-cups and
sait and pepper pots, to 4 maulded sink plunger
for Halpitat and an inflatable table kghi_ R weni
o 1o work on & eger scale, most notably with
with Ron Arad on the quirky Merms inflatabbe
chair, Recently inflabe has diversified into other
materials, finding fuccess with the Snooay
rnocular plastic bed plathanm, which this sursmes
wann thee £185.000 10 prize in the Doy Feugeat
Diesign Avvardds. Inflate b also woriing on 2
prototype metal kght for Mathmes and has
necently apened an Inflate shop on Londan's
Exmputh Market, displaysng the full range of
Inflate products, Croshie also teachas part-tme
i the RCA

Alexander Hellum =1996

Alpxancher Hellum left Morway bo study furmiture
design at Buckinghamshing Chiliern Usisarsty
and the RCA and newer went back. After his
ML, e found work doang prvate Sometic
commissions for one-off picces of furmdure
Befare collsborating on retal interiors with an
inderior design compary. Mow 35, he lves in
Heviford ard divides his timé bebadén teathng
furitune pant-time 31 Buckinghamnshire Chikern
and his oo projects, which inchade deor
handles for the Handles and Fittings Comparsy,
which i also puiting his degres Fhow projedt —
an extendable beach table - into production.
Hits MIDF Trofan chair, produced in basches of
fsur, 15 sold through the 2021 store in London's
Isknghon. He teok part in the Weody exhibition
last wear at Contemporany Applied Artsand s
curranthy \Hﬂf‘hln&ﬂn @ research project fiar the
Agchitecture Foundatson, explosing fumiture
design for staff in heahhcanes envinonments
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